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Wolves and Ravens: A Symbiotic Relationship 

Over the years, people have constructed a single view of the gray wolf where this swift 

alpha male runs through the forest in search of its prey. In a few moments, the wolf stumbles 

across a sheep grazing behind a farmer’s fence in a pasture, patiently waiting, stalking the prey, 

and displaying an array of sharp teeth, curling into a wide grin across the beast’s face, snarling at 

the innocent animal that’s trembling with fear. The wolf prepares for a takedown by inching 

forward, leaping over the fence to pounce on the helpless victim, sinking its teeth into the 

animal’s flesh, waiting for the twists and turns of a struggling sheep to end.  Moments later a 



raven appears, circling the dead carcass from above as the wolf calls out to its pack by howling, 

signaling the hunt is over and the feast has begun. 

Contrary to popular belief, wolves are very social creatures and often are misunderstood. 

These animals have been caught interacting with other animals in a friendly manner, and usually 

stay in packs. Throughout time, people have told horror stories and only witnessed the damage 

these animals caused. However, people haven’t thought about how these animals help out in 

nature, especially when it comes to population control. 

After the hunt, Milo sauntered over toward Sasha to check in and see if she and the pups 

got enough food. As the largest and strongest of all the male gray wolves, it only makes sense 

that Milo is the wolf pack leader. Sasha stands by his side as the alpha female of the group, but 

recently she has been taking care of their little wolf pups. Not long after the feast, a small, black, 

beady-eyed bird swoops down to join the pack. A few of the wolves look up at the raven with 

curiosity. The bird trots over to Sasha and the wolf pups, cocking its head to the left. A small 

pup, startled by the bird, takes a paw and swats away as the raven leaps up in the air and lands 

behind the pup. Another little pup was watching the raven from afar and decided to pounce on 

the little bird, but instead the beady-eyed bird caught on and flew over to a nearby stump. In a 

few moments, this raven trotted over to the first pup again, but this time tugged at its tail and 

jumped back when the pup spun around.  

These little wolves were just shy of three months old and began learning how to hunt. At 

three months, the little wolf pups will start going out during the hunts in order to learn and watch 

the older wolves in action. Up until that point, members in the wolf pack help take care of the 

pups if the alpha female is out hunting. In a way, one can say that the other wolves will treat the 

little pups as their own despite not being able to have wolf babies of their own. In packs, only the 



alpha wolf male and female are allowed to mate and once the male chooses a partner, the two 

alphas mate for life.  

These are very social creatures even though they keep a tightly knit circle of wolves. The 

animals that people consider dangerous have been caught playing with ravens in the wild. This 

goes to show that these animals have a deeper relationship than to just help each other out during 

hunts. Wolves found chasing ravens and jumping around show a social connection between the 

two. Even when they take a break and rest, ravens choose to hang out around the wolves simply 

because the animals enjoy each other’s company. 

Wolves and ravens have been a part of ancient stories for one main reason; they have a 

symbiotic relationship, meaning they’re old pals who help each other out. More often than not, 

when you see one of these animals, you’ll find the other close by. These two animals definitely 

work together in terms of hunting, but ravens do try taking more than they deserve in terms of 

food. If wolves see a raven circling around something in the sky, that signals there is a dead 

carcass to eat. If wolves kill an animal, they open up the body and share the food with the ravens. 

As most people know, wolves hunt 

in packs, but many people don’t 

realize they eat in packs because 

ravens take about 1/3 of the 

carcass. In order to prevent ravens 

from taking a lot of the food, 

wolves choose to hunt and eat in 

packs so they get more food to eat. 



 When it comes to hunting, it’s clear that ravens and wolves are familiar with their roles 

and stick to the status quo. These animals even understand the vocals associated with the other 

species. For example, wolves know to follow a raven’s call because that’s another way these 

birds signal there’s food nearby. The same goes for wolves; ravens know that wolves howl 

before and after the hunt and so ravens will find the wolf pack and tag along.  

 The relationship between wolves and ravens is far more than just hunting companions 

and slight social interaction. Ravens can sometimes help wolves find a dead carcass, but these 

birds wouldn’t start a meal without a wolf around. Gray wolves provide safety and protection for 

ravens, especially when it comes to food. There are a lot of predators that ravens fear, and so the 

birds wait for a friendly face before digging into their morsel.  

 Now it’s clear that both wolves and 

ravens have bad reputations that come from 

history and tall tales. Early humans created 

stories like little red riding hood or the boy 

who cried wolf to depict these animals as 

violent creatures. Since then, that has led to 

poaching and killing these instinctive animals 

so people like famers wouldn’t have to worry 

about their livestock dying anymore.  

 Most people trying to get rid of these native wolves don’t understand their value and 

contribution to the area we live in. Without gray wolves roaming around, herbivore populations 

have drastically increased and there have been countless reports of a rising deer population. As 

herbivores increase in numbers, the amount of plants and vegetables decrease. The ecosystem is 



fragile and every organism plays a specific role in keeping the environment balanced. Although 

individuals view wolves as a burden, in reality these creatures help with herbivore population 

control allowing more plants to thrive.  

 Considering some people understand the importance of wolves in the wild, the gray 

wolves have been reintroduced in Yellowstone National Park. Within a short amount of time, 

wolves remembered the historically natural symbiotic relationship with ravens. Neither ravens 

nor wolves have forgotten the good old times between their ancestors. Instead, the two species 

just seemed to bond and pick their relationship back up from where they left it.  
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