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Orlando Continued 

 Virginia Woolfe’s Orlando ends in modern times but doesn’t fully explain what it is like 

for Orlando during this era. Woolfe has a unique writing style that I can’t imitate well enough to 

continue this story. However, I do see instances and topics that Virginia Woolfe may write about 

if she were to have continued Orlando in modern day. Personally I feel as though she would talk 

about Orlando having children and the manner in which she raises them. Due to how Orlando’s 

life has been these past 400 years or so, I think she would try her best in raising gender-neutral 

children. Part of that would be allowing them to decide who they are for themselves based on 

what they enjoy. Another aspect of a continued story would include Orlando’s writing and 

poetry, but with more modern topics like gender fluidity.   

 I can see how Orlando would be a great mother in raising her children. She understands 

what it’s like to not truly be herself because she was once limited by her previous male gender. 

After the sex change, Orlando feels comfortable in her skin and embraces her gender. If the story 

would continue in modern times, I think that Orlando would tell her children from a very young 

age that they can be whomever they want, and really mean it. She would encourage her children 

to find themselves and live a happy life.  

 From the beginning I can picture Orlando buying her children whatever toy they wanted, 

despite the gender norm, and letting her kids pick out their own clothes. If she has a son, Orlando 

would be okay with him choosing to play with dolls and dress up in skirts if he pleases. The 
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same goes if she has a girl that prefers “boy stuff.” Either way Orlando would be supportive in 

each case and would identify her children how they would like. 

 Orlando would most likely put a lot of thought into something so small, like what shows 

her children prefer to watch. Even when it comes to naming her children, from the very 

beginning I think Orlando would choose gender-neutral names, like Alex or Dakota. Early on, 

Orlando would want her children to know who she is and what she went through, so they know 

how accepting and loving their mother is. 

 Aside from how she raises her children, Orlando would still focus on her writing in 

modern times. Most of which would revolve around her personal experiences. She would write 

about gender fluidity because that has greatly impacted 400 years of her life. I see Orlando 

expressing the internal struggles of being who she really is, along with how her sex change has 

affected her. Orlando would have more social platforms to get the word out about gender fluidity 

and she would be able to reach many lives.  

 Orlando’s writing could eventually lead her to becoming a spokeswoman for LGBTQ 

communities everywhere. Her story would empower those looking to change their gender, and 

encourage these individuals to be who they really are.  

 If this story had continued, Orlando would be making a difference in today’s society. I 

think she would look to change peoples’ perception of transgender individuals and make a stand. 

Most importantly, she would try living her life as who she knows herself to be and encourage 

everyone to do the same. Orlando would be accepting in modern times and really work toward 

making gender fluidity known and appreciated in society. 


