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Let’s Talk Culture 

 Rima Acevedo was 14 years old when she joined Tumblr, a social platform consisting of 

short video or picture reblogs. As a teenager in her rebellious years, her day consisted of trolling 

online, reblogging romantic quotes, and making new male friends she had an eye for. Rima 

began a long-term friendship with two guys in two parts of the world. “I didn’t care who they 

were in real life. When you’re young you’re stupid and believe the entire world is against you. 

So I said, fuck it.” Her relationship with each guy started through infatuation, Rima admits. 

Culture never affected her relationships with both Elfi Hanafi and Andrew Wright, even through 

their fallouts. Instead, she learned about different societies, and more so about herself through 

these two individuals. 

 The Internet has opened up areas of the world that anyone with a computer or smartphone 

can access. In an age where technology is present in almost every aspect of normal life, it isn’t 

hard to meet new people. Social networking sites connect individuals on a personal level, and 

have recently have become a way to spread news throughout the world.  

 After about six months of talking to Elfi Hanafi, a Malay Singaporean, Rima began video 

chatting with him through Skype. At that young age, both Rima and Elfi never considered 

cultural factors. Communication was never a problem between the two because English is a 

required language in Elfi’s school system. Their infatuation with one another grew for some 



time, until Rima found other guys with similar interests in her surrounding area. This marked the 

start of a four-year fall out between her an Elfi.  

 At the beginning of her sophomore year in college, Rima recalls a message from Elfi; just 

a simple check up to see how an old friend was doing. For the next two years, they reminisced on 

who they were when they met, and began talking about what they had missed out on. Elfi had 

gotten his life together after dropping out of school. He joined the army, created websites and 

worked on webdesign for multicultural clients, and had gotten engaged. 

 “I always knew he was a hard worker. A lot of people outside the United States seem like 

hard workers because they don’t take anything for granted. Even people that moved to the U.S. 

from other countries work harder than those who were born here,” said Rima. She was raised in 

Poland and moved to America at age 12. Every day she spent an hour reading and another hour 

writing in English on top of her English as a Second Language (ESL) classes. Coming from 

another country, Rima always felt that she had to work twice as hard as any other American 

student in her classes. She and Elfi bonded once again, over their work ethic and cultural 

differences, even though they were of different cultures as well.  

 Rima went on to say how her perception of Singaporeans changed upon meeting Elfi. She 

saw him as a strong advocate of his own cultural beliefs. On the other hand, Rima once recalled 

how humorous his cultural belief of “no sex before marriage” was, due to how they met.  

 It was 3 P.M. in the United States when Rima set up a video chat with Elfi on Skype. 

Even though Singapore is 12 hours ahead of America, Elfi is usually willing to chat with Rima 

during the late hours of the night. Although they spoke to each other through a computer screen, 

both of them were at ease by the constant insults and nitpicking toward one another.  



 Looking back at how their friendship began, Elfi, who is now 28 years old, never saw 

anything strange about his friendship with Rima, despite the seven years in age he has on her. 

 Meeting new people on Tumblr was normal, and most people didn’t think negatively 

about it, or the risks they were taking. Elfi said he just wanted to get to know her as a person, not 

necessarily her lifestyle as a Polish-American.  

 Elfi brought up his falling out with Rima and what he had accomplished during those 

four years. “In the Singaporean military, all men must serve two years minimum, and they get to 

call you back into service when you’re needed, without a choice.” Since serving his two years 

distributing and monitoring the weapons for 4-5 bunks as an Armskote man, Elfi hasn’t been 

called back yet. He recalls going through higher clearance tests and background checks for his 

position as an Amrskote man due to his race. Although his country is multicultural and has large 

Indian, Malaysian, and Chinese populations, the government and military try not to have Malay 

Singaporean individuals as Armskote men due to possible conflicts. According to Elfi, the 

military also tries keeping people from the LGBTQ community out of service. 

 Personally, Elfi has no vendetta against the LGBTQ community, however on a large 

scale, it is frowned upon in Singapore. “Some people aren’t happy with the United States and the 

recent legalization of gay rights. They’re worried this ideology will carry over into Singapore,” 

Elfi says. The way he describes it, Singapore seems to follow America’s culture, but half of the 

country thinks the American people are stupid and lazy. Elfi confessed he looks up to the United 

States, and says we especially have great movies. 

 Singaporeans also frown upon a lack of education in the younger generation. After high 

school, students are placed in one of three school systems. The first, Institute of Technical 

Education, or ITE is the lowest level. From there, students can work their way up to Polytechnic, 



and after that Junior College. Elfi was placed in Polytechnic, but he dropped out because school 

wasn’t for him. His society looks down on anyone who hasn’t graduated from at least 

Polytechnic, even if they have done well for themselves without school. 

 Besides the school system and LGBTQ community, Elfi says Singapore is accepting of 

their peoples’ background because it is a multicultural country. The two main religions in 

Singapore are Islam, which Elfi practices, and Buddhism. “I think its unfair how the United 

States judge Muslims. I also don’t like how terrorists use Islam to justify their actions. Jihad 

doesn’t mean fight with other religions. It means working to accomplish something. Like when I 

work, I do it for my family. Deep down inside, I do it in the name of Allah. I do it for Allah 

because I want to survive in this world, which is part of the reason why we live. That alone is 

considered jihad,” Elfi says. He also explained how well the different religions coexist in 

Singapore. Elfi describes it as a give and take between the different religions in order to keep the 

peace. Out of respect for another religion, Muslims try to keep their daily prayers at a reasonable 

volume and Buddhists have designated areas for their incense rituals. 

 Even with all these differences, the two remain friends just as she has with Andrew 

Wright, Rima’s second pen pal. Their relationship began the same way, attraction and curiosity 

led to talking through Tumblr. It only took them about a week or so to start skyping and speaking 

face to face. Rima remembers them clicking right away. She trusted him and spoke about family 

issues, relationships with other people, and looked to him for advice as her confidant.  

 Rima described their relationship as being attracted to each other mentally, rather than 

physically. To her knowledge, he was always straightforward and didn’t sugarcoat anything for 

Rima. She got mad when he called her American rather than Polish, and at times his arrogance 

led to fights and ultimately their falling out. 



 “College in the United State seems more for status and privilege. In other countries, it is 

genuinely to further human growth and knowledge,” Rima says. She has a strong belief that 

people work harder in the United Kingdom, and college is much cheaper.  

 Andrew Wright, who is now 22 years old and five hours ahead of the United States, 

recalls being new to Tumblr when he and Rima met. “I thought that’s what everyone did on that 

social network. You have a follower, you follow them back, and then you talk,” Andrew said.  

 Throughout the seven years of knowing Rima, Andrew described the relationship as if he 

played devil’s advocate most of the time. Any bit of advice Andrew gave her, she disregarded 

due to either cultural differences, or pure stubbornness. Andrew often said how blunt he was 

with Rima, and continued by saying “the northern mentality in England was very literal and 

pragmatic through the different generations.”  

 When asked for Andrew’s view on Americans in general, he began ranting about the 

government, common stereotypes, religion issues, and the school system. When there is an issue 

of any sort, Andrew says England “doesn’t do the American thing. We don’t sit around for three 

months, and don’t do anything about the issue.” He has no regard for the United States, or the 

culture. “We accept your culture, but we try to differentiate it on purpose,” Andrew says. He 

especially focused on the news and media outlets by saying there needs to be a distinction.  

 He continued going off on a tangent, changing the subject to Americans stereotypes. 

“People see Americans as either these redneck hillbillies, or the west coast Cali-girls.” Andrew 

holds a strong belief that American individuals have a problem with their identity. He said, 

“most people identify by their nationality, not by saying they are American. I think this has to do 

with citizenship issues. It’s as if Americans culturally want to be different.”  



 According to Andrew, the United Kingdom is very liberal compared to the United States. 

He recalls that people from his region “do what they want without any backlash, whether that is 

openly representing someone’s sexuality, or smoking weed.” In an effort to explain the United 

Kingdom’s acceptance of people, Andrew says, “let me put this into perspective for you. My 

grandmother, who is in her 70’s, was talking to me about gay sex in a positive manner because 

it’s okay.” He makes a point of how liberal his area has been throughout decades. 

 Andrew sees the United States as being overly judgmental towards their citizens, as well 

as other nations. “The United States has this Muslim phobia, which is ridiculous. The majority of 

England is British Indian and Pakistani. We don’t have problems with people, instead different 

cultures sort of segregate into their own communities,” Andrew says. He thinks most Americans 

follow or even blame certain demographics. 

 Andrew and Rima both say they don’t talk about their different governments and cultures 

that much because they end in heated debates. They can discuss the education system and have 

already compared their college lives. Andrew explained that in the United Kingdom college 

refers to students aged 16-18. Their equivalent to the United States’ form of college is called 

University, which is for students aged 18 and up. He also said, “for a Bachelor’s Degree, it’s 

three years, a Master’s Degree is four, and a PHD takes seven years.” The price of their 

University is much cheaper than America’s. Andrew ends up paying 25,000 pounds for a total of 

four years. This is the equivalent to 35,000 US dollars for four total years at a University. The 

United Kingdom pays a lot for the school system, which brings down the cost for individuals.  

 Americans are usually very patriotic, but they seem to forget every person has flaws, 

including their government and nation. There isn’t one perfect nation; however there are cultural 

differences each nation can learn from another. Rima Acevedo may not have realized it, but she 



has more knowledge and power to make a difference in the United States. She has explored the 

cultural differences between America, Singapore, and the United Kingdom and it all started with 

a simple, “hey” to Elfi Hanafi and Andrew Wright back in 2008. 


