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Story Gaps 

 Mystery stories are meant to keep the readers interested and guessing how the story will 

end. Certain aspects within this genre are left for interpretation amongst the readers because it 

sort of brings the people into the story. Charles Dickens demonstrates these open for 

interpretation areas of a story, or gaps as some call them, in his piece “Hunted Down.” Arthur 

Conan Doyle also gives his readers gaps in the stories so they can interpret it the way they want. 

His mystery series has many gaps especially in his piece, “A Scandal in Bohemia.” 

 Personally, I feel as though gaps in a story are good because they allow readers to make 

their own connections. These connections are a way for the readers to enjoy the story more 

considering they can relate to it more through the connections the readers made. If the authors 

gave their readers all the details the story would become less interesting because the mystery 

would be gone and there wouldn’t be much to talk about or interpret. 

 In “Hunted Down” Charles Dickens leaves a few gaps open in his story for interpretation. 

One main gap in the story happens when Mr. Sampson approached the old man in the carriage 

calling him over. Mr. Slinkton informs Mr. Sampson and the readers that this old man seems to 

always be in Miss Niner’s, Slinkton’s neice, presence. When Mr. Sampson comes back from 

speaking to the old man, he tells Slinkton the man is, “an old East India Director” (pg.11). 

Sampson continues to tell Miss Niner that the old man is just admiring her from afar and has a 

mutual friend with Sampson.  
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 I consider this scene a gap in Dickens’ story because he seems very ambiguous about the 

old man watching Miss Niner. That alone is enough to bring forth interpretation from readers. 

Some people may think Sampson is telling the truth, others believe he could be lying. As I was 

reading this story, I personally felt like Sampson wasn’t telling Slinkton or his neice everything 

about his encounter with the old man. This thought sparked more interpretations because I began 

wondering why he would lie to them. At the time, I didn’t realize this could be a way to protect 

Miss Niner from her uncle, but then again I thought these men could possibly have malicious 

actions in mind. 

 Arthur Conan Doyle’s pieces, in general, are known for their mystery and leaving gaps. 

In his story, “A Scandal in Bohemia” Sherlock Holmes begins looking for Irene Adler because 

she is blackmailing the king. One of the gaps I found refers to the beginning of the story, when 

the king is first telling Holmes about the issue. He says, “…I made the acquaintance of the well-

known adventuress, Irene Adler. The name is no doubt familiar to you” (pg. 6). Holmes responds 

by saying, “Kindly look her up in my index, Doctor” (pg. 6). 

 Some readers may have already known what index Sherlock Holmes was talking about, 

but as a new reader this was a gap for me. I wanted to know how Holmes had this index of Irene 

Adler already. From the information I inferred that he must have met her before, but considering 

that bit in the story is unclear I figured it was up for interpretation. 

 Generally speaking, I think gaps serve as a way for readers to bring a part of themselves 

into the story. As I reader, when I interpret gaps in mystery stories, I feel like I am there solving 

the mystery too. These pieces become more interactive and entertaining when I am able to 

interpret the different gaps authors leave behind. 


