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The Value of a Dollar 

 Money has a great influence on society. Starting with the impact and origin of the 

symbols on a one-dollar bill, there is a sense of meaningful value this money holds. 

Despite the meanings of each symbol illustrated on the bill, the dollar symbolizes wealth, 

social class, power, greed, and opportunity. The bill holds negative and positive 

connotations based on one’s own perception. In the realm of business, the value of a 

dollar is taken literally and given a numeric worth. Nevertheless, in America the one 

dollar bill is of great importance.   

 The first U.S. dollars were coins and over time the money evolved into paper 

dollars. The original coins were made of gold and silver. “Following the passage of the 

Gold Reserve Act of 1934, the gold content of the dollar was reduced to 13.71 [grains]; 

all gold coins and paper-money gold certificates except those in the hands of coin dealers 

and private collectors were called in by the federal government and exchanged for other 

forms of the national currency of equal face value; and the coining of gold pieces was 

officially discontinued” (“Dollar”). Today, coins made with those materials would hold a 

higher value in the monetary system based on the demand for gold and silver. 

 Great thought and consideration was taken in the making of the one-dollar bill. 

The backside of the bill contains many hidden symbols and meanings many Americans 

were not aware existed. Some of these symbols are Masonic, and bring great meaning to 
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the dollar bill. The freemasons are a secret society believed to have some control in the 

American government. Other symbols revolve around a characteristic of America. 

 The front of the bill is very plain in terms of symbolism. There is the Federal 

Reserve Bank seal on the left and Department of Treasury seal on the right. A portrait of 

George Washington is centered on the bill. Washington was a prominent leader in 

America and for the freedom of the country. Some may suggest he is placed on the front 

of the bill reminding Americans of his influence. 

 On the backside of the dollar bill, there are two circles representing the 

presidential seal. “The First Continental Congress requested that Benjamin Franklin and a 

group of men come up with a Seal. It took them four years to accomplish this task and 

another two years to have it approved” (Lee Ann). The left circle has a pyramid with the 

detached all-seeing eye at the top. The all-seeing eye is a Masonic symbol for God. It 

suggests a spiritual being watches over everyone and sees everything in the world. It is 

understood people in that time period were religious, and incorporated God into some 

aspect of the country.  

 Some of the phrases inscribed on the bill are in Latin. “‘ANNUIT COEPTIS’ 

means ‘God has favored our undertaking’” (Lee Ann). The phrase is placed above the 

pyramid and is referencing the all-seeing eye, which also represents God. “E PLURIBUS 

UNUM” translates to “out of many, one.” The concept alludes back to the thirteen 

original colonies uniting to form America.  

The back, right side of the bill displays an eagle. The bird can be taken in many 

different ways. To most people an eagle symbolizes freedom, strength, triumph, and 

future. The eagle’s talons seem to grasp the items in hand, tightly. “He holds an olive 
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branch and arrows. This country wants peace, but we will never be afraid to fight to 

preserve peace” (Lee Ann). When the country matters get rough, there is always an 

attempt for peace before war. America tried using peace treaties, like the Treaty of Paris, 

as an alternative to war.  

Numbers also play a large role in the dollar’s creation. On the bottom of the 

pyramid it says, “MDCCLXXVI,” the Roman numeral for 1776 (Lee Ann). The Roman 

numeral is important because 1776 is the year America claimed its independence. The 

number thirteen also shows up multiple times on the bill. Thirteen is significant because 

there were thirteen original colonies along with thirteen signers of the Declaration of 

Independence. The repeating number signifies the unity among the thirteen colonies, 

creating the beginning of America. There are thirteen arrows in the eagle’s talon, thirteen 

stars above the eagle’s head, thirteen stripes on the shield placed in front of the eagle, 

thirteen steps on the pyramid, and thirteen leaves on the olive branch (Lee Ann). 

One-dollar bills have many symbols and underlying meanings to accompany each 

symbol. A lot of thought and care went into the construction of the dollar. Ben Franklin 

and Thomas Jefferson made the designs for the first bill. Every symbol depicted on the 

bill has a significant meaning behind it. Even though there are small symbols within the 

bill’s images, the bill as a whole represents different effects on people. It brings out 

peoples’ true characteristics and feelings towards one another, or money itself. Wealth, 

power, and greed are a few things coming to mind when thinking about the dollar bill or 

money.  

 Most people chase after the “American dream;” the idea of finding a great job to 

make a lot of money, affording a beautiful home with other luxuries, and supporting an 
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ideal family. One main underlying message in the American dream says money is 

necessary. Without money, there would be no house, or family to support. Most people 

view the dollar highly because it is essential in life. Since not many people can afford the 

American dream, there is a sense of wealth for those who can.  

 Money can turn people against each other. Society looks up to the high-class 

people for leadership. If the high-class looks down on the poor, society as a whole begins 

to look down on the poor. Society becomes corrupt and so does the culture people live in. 

The idea of social classes negatively represents American culture. Money gives the 

wrong people power to affect American culture in ways like these. 

 With wealth comes power, and in several ways the one-dollar bill shows power. 

Those who are wealthy may come from higher job positions, and know what it is like to 

have power. It is likely these people have authoritative positions and can influence 

America. Less fortunate citizens may look up to those who have money because in 

society today, money represents power. Some say money can go to a person’s head, 

meaning someone lets the amount of money he/she owns begin to affect the individual’s 

better judgment. Making decisions could be crucial and, with an impaired judgment, 

revolve more around money than peoples’ needs. The wealthy become power hungry and 

feel a need to take control of anything possible because they have the money to do so.  

 The next downfall of the dollar refers to greed. If a person is seen wealthy and 

power hungry due to money, it is likely the individual will become greedy. Greed 

inhabits a person and feeds off the money in their wallet. When all a person cares about is 

money, there will be consequences. Society looks down on the greedy. The story of 

Ebenezer Scrooge impacted society by changing the views of the greedy. It is a tale about 
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a wealthy man’s greed and what happens to his life because of it. Scrooge visits his past, 

present, and future to see what people thought of him compared to his present and where 

he would end up in his future had he remained greedy. Scared of his future, Scrooge 

changes his ways and begins to use his wealth for more generous circumstances like 

employee raises. Greed occurs when one becomes so engulfed in money, one fails to see 

the negativity that single dollar started. Greed not only affects the individual, but also 

other people as shown by Ebenezer Scrooge.  

 Not everything about the dollar is negative. The dollar is a necessity, and 

symbolizes the big picture of money and opportunity. Where there is money, there is a 

chance for change. Money allows people to have an opportunity to do better in their lives. 

Take the homeless for example; they have no money for clothes, food, shelter, etc. With 

even one dollar, a homeless man or woman can buy a candy bar, like Butterfinger, for 

dinner. On a more large-scale note, money has such an impact on people like helping a 

person move away, and starting a new life. 

 When looking at money’s characteristics, it is not possible to set a specific value 

on the dollar. In several ways, the dollar shows value in its effect on people and the world 

they live in. The effects refer back to how wealth, social class, power, greed, and 

opportunity influence peoples’ attitudes. The worth of a dollar can be measured by the 

amount of positive and negative connotations associated with it. So in this context, the 

dollar cannot be given a numeric value. 

 Even though in America the dollar bill carries different connotations and is valued 

by its effects on people, it has a numeric worth other countries recognize. The bill can be 

compared to other forms of money from different nations. Since all forms of currency 
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have a monetary value, one might find the currency values between countries do not 

equal out. Banks, airports, and traveling agencies are able to help provide information for 

currency change. They talk about the options available for exchange and what is the best 

way to go about it. There are traveler’s checks, foreign currency cards, and cash 

exchanges available; but no matter what is used as currency in another country, the 

American dollar will have a low value. 

Europe, for example, had several different forms of currency. Italy used the lira, 

France issued the franc, Spain implemented the peseta, and the Germans adopted the 

mark (Williams). Most of the European nations switched to a common currency called 

the Euro. “Things are rather different in the countries of southern Europe where generally 

weak currencies have symbolized prevalent political instability and economic stagnation, 

or failure. Italians are quite happy to wave goodbye to the lira…” (Williams). Countries 

like Italy had failing currencies and were weakened because of the monetary value loss. 

Once the nations came together to form the Euro, it had a higher currency value. Many 

people were spending this single type of money across the continent, circulating through 

and never really losing its value.  

The one-dollar bill has lost its worth in comparison to other countries’ currencies. 

“During the 1970s the value of the dollar dropped sharply against more stable currencies, 

while the price of gold climbed” (“Dollar”). The Euro specifically has become a more 

stable currency because of the circulation throughout Europe. There is always money 

traveling between nations keeping the value of the Euro high. “At the beginning of 2008 

the dollar was worth only 0.68 Euros and $1.02 in Canadian dollars, compared to about 

1.11 Euros and $1.60 in Canadian dollars in early 2002” (“Dollar”). If a person were 
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traveling from America to a European country, one dollar would equal less than one 

Euro. The traveling American would actually lose almost half the value of their American 

money when converting it to the Euro. From an outside perspective, America’s money 

system could look worthless to a European country. A dollar’s worth is lower than the 

Euro, and that reflects the American nation and its wealth. If America’s money value 

were low, the country would not seem prosperous as most would make it out to be. This 

ties into the American culture and gives it a bad image. 

The American dollar has lost its worth due to inflation, a process that raises prices 

in correlation to the volume of money (“Inflation”). There are many factors adding to the 

inflation problem. The U.S. currency is not circulating through our country, as it should 

be. People are holding onto their money, saving it, for whatever reason. A family may 

save their money for emergencies and spend very little. When millions of families are 

doing the same thing, there is not enough money flow in the economy. This causes 

companies to lay off workers because there is not enough funding to support workers. 

The demand for money increases and surpasses the supply of money in the economy. If 

the government chooses to make more money, the value of a dollar decreases, while store 

prices and taxes increase. There is so much money in America, but no one chooses to 

spend it. 

Conrad states in his article, “How To Fix America,” “It was entrepreneurship, not 

government investment, that powered U.S. economic growth over the past two decades -- 

and if Washington grasps this fact, the same dynamic will likely continue well into the 

future.” The United States was making investments with the money they do not have, 

when they should have had private entrepreneurs making investments and adding money 
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into circulation. Inflation portrays America as a careless nation when it comes to money 

and fixing the damage that has been done. America does not know how to handle money 

causing rough times for the people living here as well as the culture. Inflation damaged 

the economy and gave the culture a bad look by doing so. 

Symbolism can be found within most things. America’s one-dollar bill harbors many 

meanings and symbols whether it is the individual designs, or the bill as a whole. Due to 

inflation, the dollar does not have a high monetary value. What seems to have little affect 

in the business world, can actually affect people’s actions and characteristics in negative 

and positive ways. All in all the one dollar bill has value, but not a numeric value. The 

one-dollar bill has a high, meaningful value and represents much in American society.
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