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Positive and Negative Impact of Animated Fairytales 

Children find something intriguing about the plot and creativity involved with fairytales. 

Although the stories can be farfetched, kids find ways to connect with the characters in fairytales 

and that connection lasts throughout their lifetime. Some parents read their children bedtime 

stories from the fairytale books, but personally I find that kids are more affected by the stories 

when they watch the movie versions. Visualization plays a large role in a child’s development 

stage so seeing this form of media can impact a child’s life in the long run. 

Animated fairytales hold meaning for children in their developmental stages. Heuscher 

explains that by saying,  “…The narrator’s understanding of their meaning is very important. It 

furthers the sensitivity for selecting those stories which are most appropriate in various phases of 

the children’s development and for stressing those themes which may be therapeutic for specific 

psychological difficulties” (Heuscher, 1974, p.186). Of course there are positive and negative 

aspects when referring to fairytales and how these aspects influence a child’s life. They range 

from creativity/imagination to life lessons and even the false realities placed in the developing 

minds of children. 

 Fairytales portrayed in movies provide both positive and negative impacts on children’s 

lives. One positive aspect involving fairytales refers to the creativity and imagination kids 

experience. Creativity and imagination go a long way in any person’s life because it is something 

people use and value. Kids are taught and encouraged to use their imagination and think outside 
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the box considering it could help them in the future when they are adults. For example, in the 

children’s movie “Big Hero Six” several characters are trapped in a situation and the protagonist 

advises them to figure out a solution by finding a new angle. In this sense, the protagonist is 

indirectly telling the child audience to use their imagination in order to solve difficult problems. 

This is something children learn early on from movie fairytales and becomes a valuable skill in 

the future because imagination can aid in critical thinking and problem solving. 

Creativity also ties into this concept of problem solving since it goes hand in hand with 

imagination. Creativity can also help with a child’s future career depending on what it is. Jobs 

involved with merchandising or improvising require a creative mind in order to either sell a 

product to consumers, or go with the flow in case something doesn’t go as expected. Again, this 

mindset is visually shown to children in the fairytale movies while in their developmental stages 

causing it to resonate with them in the future. 

 As a professional writing major, I had to learn the different elements in storytelling, 

poetry, articles, research papers, literature analyses, and technical writing. Each type of writing 

style requires the author to use some sort of creativity. Even in straightforward pieces, like 

newspaper style articles, creativity is used to reel the audience by specific word choice and 

sentence structure. A statement I truly believe in says in order to be a great writer, one must also 

become a great reader. In my future career, understanding the screenplay and writing style for 

animated fairytales is crucial because the skills I pick up from these children stories can 

influence my job later in life. 

Another positive impact fairytales can leave on children is the life lessons these kids are 

exploited to in the movies. “…More can be learned from them about the inner problems of 

human beings, and of the right solutions to their predicaments in any society, than from any other 
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type of story within a child’s comprehension” (Bettleheim, 1989, p. 5). Bettleheim makes the 

point that fairytales provide guidance and life lessons for children when they are faced with 

certain predicaments. One specific fairytale entitled “Shrek” teaches children how a person’s 

beauty lies on the inside rather than the outside, and how people shouldn’t judge others by their 

appearance. Sometimes kids are aware of the lessons because few fairytales blatantly show the 

lesson at the end or have a character narrate the lesson to the audience. Other fairytales use their 

lessons as a hidden message in a way and subconsciously, the children absorb the anticipated life 

lesson. This concept impacts a child’s life in a positive manner based on the content of the 

fairytale.  

Not only have fairytales affected people in a positive fashion, but also there are negative 

features involved with the viewing of these movies. In one sense, fairytales cause children to 

have a false reality where they base decisions or other parts of their lives on this perceived 

reality. Another point goes back to the life lesson idea in which fairytales teach children things 

they will need and use in their future. I have experienced both positive and negative impacts 

from fairytales that have affected me today and will surely affect me in my later future. 

Ultimately, I feel as though older fairytales provide more negative concepts to children even 

though they are intended to create positive life lessons. Newer fairytales teach more modern life 

lessons that children will remember and use as they age. 

False realities form because children are exposed to them in fairytales. For example, in 

“Cinderella” a girl’s father marries an evil woman and once he dies his daughter is forced to 

become a maid by her crude stepmother and stepsisters. Later in the movie, she finds out she has 

a fairy godmother which creates a horse drawn carriage out of a pumpkin and mice, and a dress 

for Cinderella to go to the royal ball.  Cinderella meets the prince and falls in love with him all 



Nesci	  4	  

the while the clock is close to striking 12. This means she will transform back into her normal 

clothes and life will carry on as it has. In the process of leaving, she loses a glass slipper, which 

later becomes the prince’s incentive to finding her. Once the shoe fits Cinderella, she and the 

prince live happily ever after.  

This whole fairytale creates a false reality in children’s minds because they begin to 

believe in magic and less practical explanations for strange occurrences. This also puts the 

thought in girls’ minds that they will find their prince charming when in reality romantic 

relationships can be tedious and problematic.  

 Growing up, I had a false idea of what a relationship should be, and through different 

mistakes and problems I learned what it took to be in a healthy relationship with a significant 

other. Fairytales don’t show the aftermath of what some people call, “the honeymoon stage,” so 

people are left with the notion that relationships are easy and always happy when that usually 

isn’t the case.  

Another problem associated with relationships in fairytales is the typical heterosexual 

relationship. Children are exposed to one man and one woman falling in love and spending the 

rest of their lives together. In the future, this can be problematic because people will not be as 

accepting toward homosexual couples when all they have seen during their developmental stages 

as a child are heterosexual relationships. Even homosexual individuals may not feel comfortable 

revealing their sexuality in fear of what society believes because as children we are exposed to 

heterosexual relationships. 

Fairytales also seem to set a standard for peoples’ lives when they’re older because they 

believe in what they watched in the movie. Rowe suggests “marriage [in fairytales] is an estate 

long sanctioned by culture and theoretically attainable by all women; thus, the female may well 
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expect it to provide a protected existence of happy domesticity, complete with an ever hovering 

male to rescue her from further dangers” (Rowe, 1979, p. 261). When kids see how the 

characters interact with each other, that child begins to make connections in their life. In other 

words, if man holds the door for a woman in the movie and if that child watching it is a boy, he 

might hold the door for a girl. If the child is a girl, she will begin expecting boys to hold doors 

open for her.  

Fairytales give children these certain mentalities about how people should interact with 

one another. This concept can also be used in the sense that children began to understand ideas 

like gender roles. Some older fairytales will subtly hint at gender roles like the movie “Snow 

White.” In this fairytale, the princess, Snow White, eats a poisonous apple that puts her in a deep 

sleep. The only way she can wake up is with a true love’s kiss, in which a man comes along to 

kiss and save her. Most of the older fairytales show this idea of the damsel in distress. The man’s 

gender role is to be the brave soul that saves the helpless girl. Children are taught that the 

woman’s gender role is being the damsel in distress.  

Another problem associated with exposing children to animated fairytales refers back to 

the idea of providing life lessons. Children learn different concepts and ideas that will help them 

in the future by watching animated fairytales. However, some of these intended lessons can 

manipulate children into thinking the wrong way. For example, in “The Lion King,” Mufasa is 

betrayed and killed by his brother Scar, while trying to save his son, Simba. Scar convinces 

Simba it was his fault and that he shouldn’t come back.  

Although the audience is supposed to favor and learn from Simba in the remaining story, 

some people may admire Scar. “Unfortunately, identification is not always with the ‘good guy.’ 

The book by Schramm et al. (p.162) stresses that children want to be like the television character 
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who was successful, that they rather want to be like the strong villain than like the weak hero” 

(Heuscher, 1974, p.193). I agree with Heuscher’s statement because through “The Lion King” I 

learned what deceit and slyness are because Scar exemplified those characteristics and showed 

he could get what he wanted by using these traits. Children growing up retain this information 

and although Scar lost in the end, children learn to use their critical thinking skills and figure out 

where he went wrong. Through fairytales, I understood the roles of protagonists and antagonists, 

as well as how different the movie could have been if the antagonist had reacted differently in a 

situation. 

 Watching animated fairytales in children’s developmental stages greatly affect their 

future adult lives. Some instances create positive impacts like boosting a child’s imagination and 

creativity, and learning helpful life lessons. Alternatively, fairytales can negatively impact 

children’s lives. Sometimes the life lessons these kids learn aren’t positive, but instead teach kids 

more deceitful skills. Finally, fairytales seem to give their young audience ideas of a false reality 

and provide negative depictions of women and unrealistic relationships in fairytales. Most of the 

classic stories exemplify these characteristics, with the exception of newer animated fairytales in 

which creators are attempting to rule out some negative depictions in the older models. 
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