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Melted Crayon Canvas 

 Art can be decorative pieces that are hung in a room or given as a gift. It can also become 

a fun way for friends to bond and make masterpieces together. A melted crayon canvas is an 

inexpensive, easy, do-it-yourself project. This canvas does not require much skill, time, or 

supplies. All someone has to do is apply the crayons to the canvas, outline a word or picture with 

masking tape, and finally melt the crayons onto the canvas. 

 There are a few precautions to take before beginning the project. An artist must acquire 

the necessary tools and supplies. A hot glue gun, crayons, a canvas, masking tape, and a blow 

dryer are needed. The artist should create the canvas in an open area due to melted crayon 

splatter, as well as wear old clothes since the person may get dirty in the process. He/she can 

begin the melted crayon canvas upon taking care of these things. 

 The first step is positioning the canvas. It should be placed vertically with each crayon 

sprawled across the top edge of the canvas from left to right. The points of each crayon must face 

downward. The next step is determining what colors to use on the canvas. Some artists like to 

have an array of colors lining the top of the canvas. Others have a repeating color scheme with 

only two colors. In this example, the artist mimics the shades of a rainbow starting with the reds, 

and continuing with the oranges, yellows, greens, blues, indigos, and violets. Each crayon is 

gently placed on the canvas to calculate how many crayons will fit from left to right.  
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 Once the crayons are tightly in place and according to color, they are ready to be glued 

down. The artist picks up the hot glue gun and the first red crayon to the far left. With steady 

hands and sharp eyes, the artist pulls the trigger allowing the sticky, lava-like goo to trail behind. 

It runs vertically down the crayon, and in one swift movement, the crayon is put back into its 

original spot and firmly pressed onto the white canvas. The artist must do this action for every 

crayon lining the top of the canvas. The crayons should be cramped together so not even a hair 

could fall between them. The moment every crayon is positioned where they should be and glued 

down, it is time for step two. 

 The person decides what image or word they want to stand out in white, while 

surrounded by streaks of melted crayon wax. The masking tape is used for this step so the crayon 

wax glides right over it and a white mark takes the place of the tape.  The artist decides to spell 

out the word “SMILE” on the canvas with masking tape. The tape is ripped in several little 

pieces and carefully placed together to form the curves for the “S.” The other letters are fairly 

easy to create considering there aren’t any other curves. The tape is flattened onto the canvas, 

forcing out any air bubbles. There cannot be any nooks or cracks in the tape otherwise the melted 

crayon wax can slip in between the tape and get into the white area. 

 The last part of the process is melting the crayons. With the blow dryer set on high, the 

artist starts to run the hot air over the center of the crayons. The person starts at the left of the 

crayons and travels to the right with the blow dryer over top of them. This continues until the 

crayons begin to perspire. Eventually the crayons’ wax will begin to melt and slowly bleed onto 

the canvas. The colors blend and come together smoothly. With the blow dryer, the artist can 

direct the stream of colors different directions and leave little drops and waves of color on the 

canvas. The wax will ooze over the masking tape letters previously pressed onto the canvas. 
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Melted wax will cover the entire canvas, encompassing the letters in color; some may even 

splatter off the sides and bottom of the canvas while blow-drying.  

 The wax hardens after a few minutes and the letters are almost ready to peel off. When 

the canvas is dry, the artist will slowly peel away the masking tape merged with the canvas. 

Exposing the naked letters, the artist steps back to admire the pop of color surrounding the newly 

formed words. The melted crayon canvas is complete. A simple art project can become 

something that brightens a person’s day. Little artistic skill is needed and there is a short process 

to making this canvas. Some may say creating this canvas is a fun experience. The results are 

pleasing for what little effort is required. 


