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I created a written instruction manual teaching people how to start a fire, and a video tutorial on how to make 
breaded chicken drumsticks for my sequence three project. I enjoy both hanging out around a fire and cooking, so I 
felt like these were good topics for my project. The overall process was fairly easy, the only hard part was thinking 
about safety precautions. I can easily teach someone how to build a fire or cook a meal, but sometimes things go 
wrong and I had to anticipate possible scenarios and include ways to solve these problems within my instructions. 
 
I found that the usability test went well with my subjects. There were problems with my instructions that I never 
would have noticed until the usability test. I realized some of the wording I used in my written instructions weren’t as 
clear as they could have been for those who had never built a fire before and didn’t know what to expect. I also 
decided to include pictures for almost every step in my written instruction manual so people could visually see each 
step happening. As for the usability test regarding my video tutorial, I found that needed fewer adjustments. My 
roommates tested my video tutorial and had no trouble with cooking the drumsticks. I simply needed to speak a little 
louder in the video. The peer review wasn’t as helpful as the usability tests were. My classmates gave great 
recommendations, however I received more insight about my instructions from the usability tests. 
 
I decided to take a more ethos approach for both my written instructions and visual tutorial. Before considering these 
topics, I always found myself cooking for my friends and family, which is something I enjoy. I also have built fires 
before and have enough knowledge to teach others how to do it. Since I was already familiar with both activities, I 
chose them as my topics. I conducted more research on cooking chicken and building fires so I felt educated enough 
to show other people how to do these things. The ethos aspect comes into play because I had enough knowledge and 
credibility to do these tutorials. 
 
In some ways I found myself using logos because I based my tutorials off real facts. The “precautions” and “before 
you start” sections were included for safety reasons. They are situations that can occur based on past accidents and 
factual evidence. I figured these sections needed to be in my instructions so the people would see the importance of 
safety when doing these tasks. 
 
As for the organization and layout of my written instructions, I enlarged certain headings to make the document 
easier to read. The main steps were in red font color followed by additional background information in regular black 
font color. This shows the importance of each main step and gives the person some background information so they 
can better understand why and how that step is important.  
 
The video tutorial was very straight-forward and flowed well into each step. I couldn’t really organize the video 
besides telling the viewers what to do next. I decided not to include captions in my video because I felt like it would 
distract the viewers from what was actually going on in the video, and they would just keep reading off a screen. 
 
Generally, I felt like this project went well. I enjoyed this one much more than the previous projects and found it 
successful. In the end, I conducted another set of usability tests just to make sure both my written and visual 
instructions were correct and there weren’t any errors. 
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