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A Modell of Christian Charity VS. the End of the Common Course and Condition 

Winthrop introduces the idea of Christian Charity, by definition means showing love to people. 

No one showing this love by ways of Christian Charity is supposed to be selfish. In Winthrop’s 

sermon, A Modell of Christian Charity he explains why people are rich and higher in power, 

compared to those who are poor and less powerful. His reasoning revolves around the concept 

people need each other.  

 The rich need the servants, and the baker, and shoemaker, etc. He figured people would 

eventually learn to appreciate each other because they were dependent upon one another. 

Winthrop had a name for the community of people. He saw everyone singly as body parts in the 

making of a complete body. The community of people was the body, and each body part (person) 

played an important role. On page 336 Winthrop says, “All the partes of this body being thus 

united are made soe contiguous in a speciall relacion as they must needes partake of each others 

strength and infirmity, joy, and sorrowe, weale and woe. If one member suffers, all suffer with it; 

if one be in honour, all rejoyce with it.” Here he is saying everyone has something to offer. The 

theory was there would still be unity and/in diversity, as well as equality and/in hierarchy within 

the community. Even though some body parts may be higher than others, you still are dependent 

upon the other parts to make a functioning whole. 

  Another reason why Winthrop gave this idea of Christian Charity was to maintain the 

balance between the rich and poor. There was supposed to be a love for everyone, including your 
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enemies. Through Christian Charity, Winthrop believes people will get saved. This is so the poor 

would not rise up against the rich and the rich would not enslave the poor. Winthrop explains this 

by saying, “… first, upon the wicked in moderateing and restraineing them: soe that the riche and 

mighty should not eate upp the poore, nor the poore, and despised rise upp against theire 

superiours, and shake off theire yoake (334).”  

 Although, A Modell of Christian Charity by Winthrop was meant to better the 

community, the End of the “Common Course and Condition” by Bradford had a different 

perspective. It starts off with a story of how to harvest as much corn as they possibly could. The 

Governor decided to have every man plant his own corn. The Governor did not do follow 

Winthrop’s idea of Christian Charity and having everyone work together. This time, it was every 

family for there selves. 

 This concept of having every family plant and harvest their own food, was more 

successful than having everyone work together as a body. “This had very good success, for it 

made all hands very industrious, so as much more corn was planted than otherwise would have 

been by any means the Governor or any other could use, and saved him a great deal of trouble, 

and gave far better content (357).” Here, Bradford is saying everyone worked because now they 

were dependent upon their selves instead of each other. This ended up producing more corn in 

total than it would have if the community worked together as the body.  

 There was a clear distinction between the rich and poor, especially in the End of the 

“Common Course and Condition.” “The aged and graver men to be ranked and equalized in 

labours and victuals, clothes, etc., with the meaner and younger sort, thought it some indignity 

and disrespect unto them (358).” This quote shows the rich worked for what they had and got to 

keep all of it, whereas in Winthrop’s idea, the rich would have to share their earnings with the 
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poor. The people saw it disrespectful having worked hard for what they had and giving it up to 

the rest of the community because they were all seen as equals. 

 Overall, in Bradford’s piece, it shows how the people viewed Christian Charity. They did 

not believe in the idea of everyone as a body part working together to make a functioning body. 

They believed in every man for their self; this way no one had to give up their earnings to other 

people because of the community effort. In some ways, Winthrop and Bradford had the same 

idea of a flourishing community. They just went about different ways with it. Winthrop used 

Christian Charity to make the community successful. He gave the idea how charity was a way of 

loving everyone and not being selfish. People were supposed to give what they had to others and 

everyone in the community was equal in a way because they needed each other to thrive. 

Bradford thought the community would be successful if people were more selfish and only 

harvested corn for their selves. If families were not able to do this, they were out of luck; there 

was no group effort.  


