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Heart Of Darkness Vs. Things Fall Apart 

 Heart of Darkness is about a man named Marlow working for a trading company, 

traveling to Africa for products. He hears stories about a man named Kurtz working for the 

trading company and eventually he meets Kurtz. Later Marlow finds out that Kurtz had become 

more primitive due to living in Africa. Kurtz ends up dying once they leave Africa and his last 

words were “The horror! The horror!“ (1213). In the end, I think Marlow as well as the readers 

get a better understanding why Kurtz never left Africa and why he died once he did. There’s an 

idea that once someone goes into the Heart of Darkness, that being Africa, they don’t come back, 

and if they do, they come dead. Kurtz is the main example to this statement. The Russian man 

was telling Marlow about Kurtz and said, “He hated all this, and somehow he couldn’t get away. 

When I had a chance I begged him to try and leave while there was time; I offered to go back 

with him. And he would say yes and then he would remain” (1203). I think this plays into the 

single idea people have of Africa; that being Africa is full of heathen and is uncivilized. There is 

also something mysterious and unexplainable about this primitive place that keeps Kurtz here.  

 Based on the Heart of Darkness the African people are portrayed as heathen. They are 

savages that need to be colonized, as seen by Kurtz. He claims, “I’ll carry my ideas out yet-I will 

return. I’ll show you what can be done” (1207). Marlow also fails to call the Africans “people.” 

Instead, he refers to them as shadows and dark figures. He describes them using vivid and wild 

sounding words. “Dark human shapes could be made out in the distance, flitting indistinctly 
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against the gloomy border of the forest, and near the river two bronze figures, leaning on tall 

spears, stood in the sunlight under fantastic hear-dresses of spotted skins, warlike and still in 

statuesque repose. And from right to left along the lighted shore moved a wild and gorgeous 

apparition of a woman” (1206). Marlow continues to describe the woman as having a tragic and 

fierce looking face, as well as the kind of jewelry she wore. Marlow seems fascinated by this 

woman and these people, however he does not refer to them as such. He calls the woman an 

apparition of a woman, giving the impression that she is not a real woman. 

 Another way Marlow describes the tribal people is by means of language and actions. He 

talks about an encounter with a tribes Headman stating, “Several exchanged short, grunting 

phrases, which seemed to settle the mater to their satisfaction” (1190). The readers get an image 

that these tribal people have no form of language. Marlow also says, “They howled and leaped, 

and spun, and made horrid faces; but what thrilled you was just the thought of their humanity” 

(1186). They aren’t described as normal people. In the Heart of Darkness they are savages. They 

are considered “the natives” in Africa because of peoples’ single idea of what things are like. 

 In Things Fall Apart, the main character Okonkwo goes through struggles in his life and 

also battles the idea of colonization. Things Fall Apart is the opposite of Heart of Darkness in 

the sense that it shows how Africa and the people there are civilized. Achebe wrote this story for 

the westerners to understand that they are in fact wrong about Africa and its people. 

 Since this story is directed towards westerners, Achebe had to make it appeal to them. He 

incorporated the ideas of a government, money, religion, etc into this seemingly uncivilized 

tribe. , “’If we leave our gods and follow your god,’ asked another man, ‘who will protect us 

from the anger of our neglected gods and ancestors?’” (1668). This quote from Things Fall Apart 

shows how the African people do in fact have a religion that they follow and the Achebe is 
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almost comparing it to how the westerners have a religion. He shows the reader that the 

westerners have the same values as the Africans because they both set up a religion. 

 Another example in Things Fall Apart that compares the two cultures and shows the 

similarities is money. The Africans use food and trade others to get other products. That was how 

they used monetary value; whereas in the western civilization, people used money to buy and 

sell. Either way the two cultures still have similar ideas and values set in place. 

 I think Things Fall Apart counters what single idea Heart of Darkness gives their readers. 

Things Fall Apart shows the reader that peoples’ idea of Africa is wrong. Africans are civilized 

even in tribes. They have a set government, and religion, etc just like any other country or nation 

would. This piece definitely undoes “the native” idea that Heart of Darkness shows.  

 


