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Arkady’s Views on Nature 

 Fathers and Children has a unique way of presenting characters through description and 

the way a character thinks. Based on the time period the novel takes place in, and what ideas or 

images are being described help the reader to understand the importance of what is being 

described and how it plays into the time period. Arkady has a moment in the book where he is 

describing nature and the peasants that have acquired the land previously belonging to Nikolai. 

 At first, Arkady begins to describe the land his father once owned as an old run down 

area. He talks about the ravines and broken huts. Even though he has a more somber tone toward 

the land, you still get a sense that he cares about the land because the novel states, “Arkady’s 

heart gradually sank.” Just imagining what this land must have looked like gives the reader an 

idea that Arkady is greatly disappointed in the way the land looks. He continues to describe the 

peasants. He gives the impression that they are disgusting and unworthy. He seems to show no 

care for human life because of the way he thinks of these peasants. Even though they too are 

people, he looks at them as if they are nothing and undeserving of the land. He instantly suggests 

reforms for the land to make it more appealing. 

 I find it odd that Arkady clearly sees the land before him in all its plainness, but in his 

mind he sees the beauty within it. The reader may think of Arakady as somewhat, boyish. Not 
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necessarily immature, but he tends to see the good in things rather the bad, or at least tries to. 

With this being said, he exemplifies some characteristics of his father. Nikolai being an 

optimistic person, and more laid back.  

 However, Arkady imagines what this land could be and how fruitful and beautiful he can 

make it; but in a way, one can assume he thinks this is possible by getting rid of the peasants. 

The reader is under the impression that Arkady’s perception of the peasants greatly differs from 

his father’s; and that he may believe it is the peasants who are making this land look so 

unattractive. So even though Arkady may try to see things in an optimistic way, he also blames 

the poor for making the land look this way and he definitely does not agree with his father’s 

decision to give the land to the peasants. Arkady tends to follow Bazarov’s principles in this 

situation, that being, how they view peasants. Arkady looks up to Bazarov as his mentor so it is 

understandable that Arkady would adopt some of Bazarov’s personal beliefs. 

 With just a simple way of describing scenery, you, as the reader, get a notion of what 

Arkady is like. You can get a sense of his political views, or in this case how he fights between 

political views. Nikolai, being a liberal, raised Arkady; but Bazarov is Arkady’s mentor and a 

radical, as well. This makes life for Arkady more difficult because at some points he has views 

like his father, but other times, he agrees with Bazarov. 


